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Welcome back
Hi Everyone!
It is with sadness that I begin this newsletter reporting the death of Gloria Edwards.
Gloria was a very loyal hard-working servant of the Stoke Hill community
throughout SHCA’s life and this lovely lady will be greatly missed by us all.
Also, at the end of 2020 Dave Rockey stepped down from the role of SHCA Chair,
though he has remained on our committee and continues to work tirelessly for our
community. Many Thanks!
I have taken the role of Chair until our AGM, sometime in the summer, and we have
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been looking at how SHCA might look after Covid-19.
This means that we are looking for volunteers to join us as we re-open and move
forward. Please consider how you might take some part in SHCA’s future. You will
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see some ideas later in this newsletter, but other suggestions will be gratefully
appreciated so please do tell us how you want SHCA to look.
Hopefully, you have noticed that the Community Café is open again, outdoors then
indoors as permitted. Do pop down for refreshments and chat any Monday or
Friday between 10.00am and 3.00pm.
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All well here as I hope it is with you …
And Looking forward to meeting again soon at St Katherine’s Priory.

Tim Payne

Maintenance Update
Maintenance team
The hard working Team is led by Dave Rocky and are always looking for additional help.
There are always ways lend a hand, as little or as much as suits you.

News from the Garden Team
The grounds are looking beautiful and are alive with colour. The team have
been hard at work throughout lockdown. A huge thank you to all the
hardworking volunteers old and new. It was lovely to receive a planter of
daffodils from Stoke Hill Infant School planted by the school children as a
gift. If you'd like to lend a hand in the gardens, you 'd be sure to have a warm
welcome, come along for a chat.

Community Larder
News
Who would have thought that the Community Larder would
still be here a year after first opening, but here we are 12
months later and going strong.
The continuing hard work and commitment has been fantastic!
THANK YOU to everyone involved.
I am sure you will agree that the kindness and generosity of
volunteers and donors has been amazing ...
We have truly become a community and I hope that this will
continue beyond Covid-19.
Every Monday and Friday morning we have opened, including
Christmas Day, and we continue to be well attended and very
much appreciated within the local community. Even the colder
and wetter weather has not deterred us from opening and
people from visiting us.
The overall total is now at 3,391 ‘customers’ using the sessions,
with the household number reaching 7,780. And, we have
touched the lives of many more. So many people have
benefited through this project, ‘customers’, volunteers and
donors alike.
The total footfall at St Katherine’s on Monday and Friday
mornings over these 12 months is now 7,289.
Throughout this project 56 people have volunteered with the
Community Larder. Some once or twice, some for weeks or
months and some every week.
It continues to be a privilege to be part of this project ...

Craft Packs
Thanks to hard work and donations
from Community members Mel has
made over 1000 craft packs for local
families to get creative and crafting
during lockdown. Well done Mel.

As our Community Café has recently re-opened (Mondays and
Fridays 10.00am - 3.00pm) for outdoor hospitality it has been
great to see so many people enjoying St Katherine’s Priory
again. Hopefully the Larder 'customers' will stay with us as we
welcome back old friends from pre-lockdown times and new
people who are discovering this precious 'oasis' in our locality.

Behind the scenes from 72A
The Junction 72A Model Railway Club.
Many members of the club have joined one or many of our regular Monday evening Zoom meetings.
Topics discussed range from how individuals are coping during lockdown to what they are doing on
their own home layouts.
Members will show what they've been working on and/or have purchased recently and several have had
technical questions answered about problems they've encountered whilst working on their layouts.
There are also discussions and information passed on relating to full size railways, not only of the UK
but railways worldwide as this is a fascinating subject to several of our members.
All members are champing at the bit as they can't wait to get back in the clubroom to start working on
the club layouts and to begin preparing our exhibition layouts for forthcoming Model Railway
Exhibitions which are now being talked about including possible dates from late summer onwards.
If anyone is interested in joining us then please contact Dave Rockey on 07989 178741

News from Exeter District
Model Engineers (EDMS)
EDMES is for anyone with an interest in any type of model engineering
or allied activity. We are based in Exeter at St Katherine's Priory and
meet at 7.30 pm on the second Friday every month. We commenced
constructing a ground level multi-gauge railway track in April 2019 and
work on it every Monday and Wednesday day time. We run our
portable track at a number of events in Devon throughout the year and
it is available for private hire for birthday parties and other occassions.
You will be assured of a warm welcome at any of our events
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1121511717992723

History at St Kats
Did You Know?
A Manor called Poleseuga (Polsloe) is recorded in the
Doomsday Book of 1086.
St Katherine’s Priory was one of only three convents in Devon
and Cornwall in the 14th Century.
The Priory is dedicated to St Katherine of Alexandria (Egypt).
The nuns at St Katherine’s Priory belonged to the Benedictine
Order.
The place name Mincinglake is taken from the Saxon Minchin
(Nun).
The nun’s at St Katherine’s Priory spoke French.
St Katherine’s Priory was dissolved at the command of Henry
VIII in 1538.
There is a stained glass window representing St Katherine in
Exeter Cathedral.

New picnic tables

Archive photos

Thanks to Devon County Council & South West Water new picnic tables are on the horizon
way. Recent successful grant bids have been awarded and Stoke Hill Community Association are
looking forward to the new wheelchair accessible recycled picnic benches arriving very soon.
If you have an idea for a Community event and would like to explore it, do get in touch with
the team at Stoke Hill Community Association. It maybe that you can share a skill or help out in
some way.

How you can help
There are lots of ways you can lend a hand, as
little or as much as suits you. Here's a snapshot
below of some of the ways you can help out.
Social media/website update
Maintenance/Garden
Opening/Closing premises
Help at the Cafe
Event planning
Trustees
Community Engagement
Grant/Bid writing
Administrative support
Cleaning
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